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and he was adored by his troops for his unfailing good nature
and audacity, He was a very little man, and in storming
one of Tipu's forts he found, to his extreme disgust, that he
could not scale the breach which his men were mounting with
an impetuous ardour. Thereupon he called out in his shrill
voice, * Bravo, my fine fellows! Well done! But is there
none of you that can stop to help up your little General ?'

'Bedad!' said a tall Irish fellow, 'is that you, General?
Then by the powers we'll not go without you.' So saying, he
hoisted the gallant little man on his shoulder, and carried him
through the breach. It was the same General who gave out
in the official orders to the troops that the word e difficulty'
was unknown in the military dictionary, and among such
soldiers as he had then the honour to command.

On another occasion, when reconnoitring hi the Mysore
country, he was shot at by the enemy's gunners. A 24-pound
shot struck the ground in front of him, and bowled along
towards him. General Meadows pulled up his horse on its
haunches, and taking off his hat with great politeness, said
good-humouredly as the shot passed him, 'I beg you to
proceed, sir; I never dispute precedence with any gentleman
of your family!'

Tipu Sahib was not finally overthrown until 1799, when
the Marquis of Wellesley had succeeded Cornwallis as
Governor-General, and the army of Mysore was surrounded
and besieged at Seringapatam by General Harris and Sir.
David Baird. For many days the walls of the city were
battered with shell, and when a breach was made, Sir David
Baird's tall and stately old figure could be seen standing on
the parapet of the British entrenchment, silhouetted against
the clear Indian sky. ' Come, my brave fellows!' he cried,
careless of the bullets that whistled around him, ' follow me,
and show yourselves worthy of the name of British soldiers P
With a crushing cheer the troops rushed forward. The first
man to reach the breach was a stalwart Scot named Graham.
He ran forward swiftly amid a hail of bullets, and, mounting